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beneavin
De La Salle COLLEGE
Beneavin Road, Finglas, Dublin 11

Newsletter - MARCH 2021 
Welcome to our 

Deputy PrincipalPrincipal

Dear Parents & Guardians,

Congratulations to all on the positive engagement with our 
on line school - Beneavin on Line and that we have made it so 
successfully to February. Thank you for supporting your son with 
all of his work on line.

Can we extend our thoughts and prayers to any of  our Beneavin 
families who have been recently bereaved. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with you at this sad time. Beneavin College is 
here to support you through these difficult times. We are here 
to support all Beneavin Families managing lock down. Our 
councelling service – Oznam De La Salle Councelling Centre 
is open for you – our Guidance Councellor Mr Murphy along 
with our psychotherapists and family therapist Eoin,  Rose and 
Donal are available to all our families. Just email Mr Murphy on 
mr.murphygc@staff.beneavin.com to make an arrangement for a 
phone or zoom session.

We are very aware that on line school is just not the same as normal 
school and we all miss seeing the boys. Parents have to juggle  
home and work and many have to mind very young children. Some 
of our boys find that they are anxious and worried – we are here 
for them. Please encourage them to go to classes – this will help 
– seeing the other boys, chatting with their teachers will all help. 
Please just email school@beneavin.com with any concerns.

Exam students - especially the leaving certificate students, do 
not have clarity as yet but they are working very well with their 
teachers with great participation in class. Please encourage them 
to keep with their classes and teachers and  we will guide them 
through whatever is ahead.

 Many of you have been in touch sorting out technical issues or 
gathering their books or borrowing laptops to make sure that they 
do not fall behind in their school work.

All our teachers are now online with a mix of live and online 
classes. We have been very happy with the attendance in most 
classes. We do understand that some homes have had illness 
over January which has interfered with on line lessons but the 
vast majority of boys are up early and in virtual school. All the 
feedback from students,  parents and teachers has been very 
positive in terms of the engagement with our live classes. We 
would ask that you do encourage that your son has his camera on 
during class as it really helps with learning and engagement. We 
also encourage that you ask your son not to miss any classes – it 
is the normal timetable but with screen breaks in between each 
one. Teachers are taking attendance for every class and just email 
school@beneavin.com if you want to check how many classes he 
is attending or if you are worried about something.  

 Behind the scenes all the teachers are working away providing a 
mix of live classes and recorded information which is known as 
blended learning. Devices are being distributed, phone calls are 
being made to families to check on engagement in learning – so 
if you see a No Caller ID phone call coming in – it could well be us 
so do please answer – the more we are in touch the better and we 
will get through this together.

Ms Cassidy and Mr Doherty

Do check out our On line Guidelines for parents on www.beneavin.com
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Transition Year
TY have been busy students last term, here is a selection of some 
of the activities they have been involved in;

Retreat
1 Downey took part in a retreat where they engaged in a great day 
of bonding, relaxation and faith exploration. 

Sustainability short course
3rd years are currently undertaking a short course where they have 
been surveying their local community 

Orienteering in Johnstown Park 
Beneavin has adapted to the current times, finding covid 
friendly ways of engaging the students in challenging, 
enjoyable activities while still maintaining covid 19 guidelines. 
One such activity is an afternoon out to Johnstown Park to take 
part in some orienteering where they learn to work together 
as a group, solve complex clues and map read. Thanks to Mr 
Walsh and Mr Nash for organising orienteering. 

All weather pitch 
Huge progress has been made 
on our all weather pitch since the 
school was open in December, it is 
going to be a fantastic addition to 
the facilities at Beneavin College. It 
will be all ready for the boys when 
we return.

• Causey Farm
• Hike
• Skipping workshop
• National botanical gardens
• Student enterprise 

programme
• The harmony workshops
• Dance workshop
• Gary Cunningham
• SFX make up workshop
• School of Life
• Forensics workshop

• Adopt a street
• School of Improv
• Making mini 

memorials for victims 
of genocide

• Minicompanies
• Work experience
• One Sky programme
• Historical walking tour 

of Dublin
• Christmas Fair

• Sponsored silence for Pieta House - Over €1000 raised in the 1st 
year sponsored silence in conjunction with Localise & organised 
by 4 LeCheile
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Catholic Schools Week 
Catholic Schools Week is a national celebration of Catholic 
education and an opportunity to recognise the importance, the 
value, and the contributions of Catholic education to our students, 
staff, wider community, parish and indeed the world.

Catholic Schools Week 2021 is celebrated from Sunday 24 January 
to Sunday 31 January 2021on the theme ‘Catholic Schools: 
Communities of Faith and Resilience’. This year Catholic Schools 
week has been celebrated online and our Chaplain Ms Dardis and 
the prefects put some beautiful reflections on our social media. 
Check out their videos on our facebook. 

The Ambassador School Award 
Beneavin received The Cycle Against Suicide 
Ambassador School Award for promoting mental 
health and wellbeing for 2019/2020. Well done to the 
T.A.L.K group on all their work this past year! 

Award winning flag designs 
Congratulations to our second year Art students Luke Lee and 
Aaron Delaney on their award winning flag designs which are on 
display outside DCC offices Mellowes Road. 

International La Sallian
Day of peace 
Students took part in a variety of activities to mark 
International La sallian Day of Peace. These were…

• Students reflecting on why they wear a mask 
• Mindfulness
• TY making a video on why they choose peace 

3D Book Project 
Our first years presented wonderful book projects this year 
for Arts Week. They demonstrated knowledge, creativity, 
originality & inspiration amongst other students. Well done 
to those involved, Ms. Craig & Mr. Lawlor.

The Junior Cycle and CBAs
The new junior cycle features newly developed 
subjects and short courses, a focus on key skills, 
and new approaches to assessment and reporting. 
One of the key aspects being students participating 
in classroom based assessments (CBAs). The CBAs have been 
introduced to allow students to demonstrate their understanding of 
concepts and skills and their ability to apply them in ways that may 
not be possible in an externally assessed examination. They will be 
used in the assessment of learning in subjects and in short courses.
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LCA results 
Congratulations to 6Elm on their amazing results from 
5th year. All their hard work and that of the teachers has 
truly paid off. Well done boys, Beneavin is proud of you! 
It’s great to see so many of you continuing your work on 
line. There is still a lot of work to be done so please make 
sure you keep up the good work.

Christmas activities 
Thanks to the La Sallian team for organising a wonderful 
December from the prefects lighting of the tree to the finale of 
the Christmas Pantomime!

Beneavin counselling and Oznam La 
Salle  therapy centre
Beneavin’s full time counsellor is always on hand to help the 
students in the College. The Oznam La Salle Therapy Center is 
open throughout the lockdown. We have our family Therapist 
Donal available and two psychotherapists Rose and Donal. 
As a student you will make significant decisions while still at 
school. These choices are related to personal and social issues, 
educational issues and career issues. Make sure to email Mr 
Murphy, our guidance councellor for a chat at any time. 

Digital Media and Literacy 
Creating and sharing media in a digital environment has 
become an increasingly important feature of how young people 
communicate and engage with each other and with the wider 
world. Young people are actively manipulating digital media to 
participate in social and cultural life, to pursue their interests and 
to express themselves online. Through studying this digital media 
literacy short course, students will learn to use digital technology 
to engage in self-directed enquiry, to discriminate between 
multiple sources of information and to participate safely and 
effectively in an online environment.

In November We Remember 
The T.A.L.K group launched a fundraising campaign for 
The Samaritans where students and staff were invited 
to buy a lightbulb and dedicate it to a loved one who 
has died. The De La Salle Hall in Beneavin was lit up in 
remembrance of all those who had passed. 
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World Wise Global Schools Programme
Having won the Diplomatic Passport Award in September for our Transition Year’s work on Climate Change 
awareness in the school and in the community, this year the school is again taking on the World Wise Global 
Schools program for the 2020/21 academic year. This year’s chosen theme is Development and our TYs will again 
lead the charge towards hopefully another award for our school at the end of the current academic year. The 
Rediscovery Centre will visit the school in the New Year to do a workshop with TYs on Sustainable Development 
and Water Scarcity, we will also visit the Epic Emigration museum to get an insight into the various stages of 
Ireland’s development over the past two centuries, and we are also hoping to establish a relationship with a 
school in Zambia to give our students an insight into life in a developing country in the Global South.

Beneavin runs a comprehensive reading programme known as Accelerated Reader. Reading is a skill and, as with every skill, it 
requires not just instruction but practice. The programme promotes wide reading, which is the most effective method for building 
vocabulary. It is a personalised programme for each student matching the current book to the reading level of the individual 
student to maximise progress. 

Did you know?
All 1st and 2nd years have an account paid for by the school. 
Students need only a device and access to WiFi to read books or 
complete assignments in or out of school.Type in
https://ukhosted23.renlearn.co.uk/2253295, you will see 
a blue screen - you will be asked to type in your username 
and your password.  These are written in your journal. If you 
have any problems logging in you can email your Accelerated 
Reader teacher or Ms Flannery at ms.flannery@staff.beneavin.
com. It’s an international programme that has wonderful results 
across the world but most importantly across Beneavin. Please 
encourage your son to read as much as possible and to use 
this wonderful opportunity of accelerated reading. All first and 
second year students know how to use the programme.  Even 
if you don't have access to books at home, you can do the 
Accelerated Reader Articles which will build up your reading 
comprehension and your vocabulary.

Business in the Community Project
2nd year Business students have 
partnered with Gas Network Ireland as 
part of the business in the community 
project. This programme is a huge 
support to our school and enables the 
students in Mr. Poole’s class to develop 
skills for the working world. 

Creative writing 
All 1st year students are taking part in a creative writing module as part 
of their wellbeing programme. 1st year students get to write their own 
short stories and enclose them in a class time-capsule scrapbook. 

ICT Classes for senior students
5LCA, 6LCA and both TY classes have enrolled on a programme 
with a company called 'ChooseTech' who are trying to encourage 
IT apprenticeships as another career option for when they leave 
school. It is currently a year long pilot programme that is funded 
by SalesForce. Thanks to Sarah Kavanagh and David Murphy 
Guidance for organising this. 

Literacy Lift 
A literacy drive is occurring among our 2nd year students to enhance 
our students literacy skills. Our students have missed out on some 
valuable face to face school time during our first lockdown and 
this drive will help enhance and amplify their skills. These daily 
workshops are designed to develop comprehension, vocabulary, 
fluency, word analysis, and study skills.

New prefects 
In October, we had a 
ceremony to welcome 
our new prefects. 
The ceremony was 
a great opportunity 
to speak to new and 
current prefects and 
thank them for all 
they do in supporting 
teachers and students 
around the college. 
The students received 
a new commissioned 
school tie to mark the 
occasion. 
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Gaisce Award 
We are very proud of our two students, Jefferson Aikoriege and 
Sean Andre, who received The Gaisce President’s Awards. Paul 
McAulliffe awarded the two students for their great achievement. 

Localise 
Students is the Localise 
group made cards 
& personalised gifts 
for Beneavin house, 
delivering them to the 
door of the residents 

Lord Mayor’s Library 
Paul McAulliffe, a past pupil 
of Beneavin and former Lord 
Mayor, was in possession of a 
treasure trove of books. These 
books were presented to Paul 
by dignitaries from all over the 
world. This wonderful collection 
was promised to Beneavin on the 
occasion of our Annual Awards 
night. Paul McAulliffe, who was 
being added to the Beneavin Hall 
of Fame on the night, ended the 
occasion with a very special gift. 
We are proud to have the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin and generous past 
pupil added to our Hall of Fame.

Hikes
Students got to go up the mountains and enjoy the fresh 
air on many of Beneavin’s hikes this year. In Beneavin we 
believe in a well rounded education including looking 
after your health. Hiking is a great activity that promotes 
bonding with their peers while being excellent for the 
student’s mental health. Thanks to John Nash and Luke 
Walsh for organising these hikes. 

• Sinead Walsh (Colaiste hide), Fiona Canning (TU Dublin), 
Joan Donnelan (Killester College) and past pupils had a 
talk with 6th year students 

• DCU HEAR information session 
• Dunboyne PLC course had a video session with 5th year 

students 

College Awareness Week 
22-28 November saw college awareness week. This week 
aimed to reinforce the message that education and preparing 
for your future is of utmost importance despite a global 
pandemic. Many activities occurred throughout the week, 
including:

• A video of the teachers discussing where they attended 
college and their individual qualifications 

• My Uni Life 
• TIK TOK competition 
• Whitehall Plc information video
• Presentation with the National College of Ireland
• Mentor pack for Junior Students 
• Zoom session with UCD
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Trinity Access 
Programme (TAP) 
College for All
We want all our boys to go to College if it is right for them. We are 
ambitious for all our boys and encourage them to reach for the 
stars. We have a strong tradition of the boys going onto College 
with several of our teaching staff past pupils. Talk to your son about 
what they want to do when they leave school and encourage them 
to be ambitious for themselves. Encourage them to think about 
careers that they may not have considered. 

We have joined up with the Trinity Access Programme which is a 
programme that opens the world of third level to students who 
may not have thought about it. It supports students in seeing what 
is possible after school and helps them put a plan in place with us 
for them to succeed in getting to College.  Trinity offers a range of 
access programmes for people with the enthusiasm, motivation 
and ability to succeed at third-level.  

Mike Hughes and professional development in Beneavin 

Beneavin is dedicated to the continued development of its teachers 
as well as its students. Every year teachers partake in numerous 
courses in order to upskill and improve teaching and learning in the 
college. One such course is the Mike Hughes teaching and learning 
workshops, he is best known for his work in developing The 
Magenta Principles™ and as the author of hugely influential books 
such as And The Main Thing is… Learning, Tweak to Transform and 
Closing the Learning Gap. Mike is internationally  regarded as a 
leader in the field of learning and his knowledge will no doubt be a 
great influence on the college. 

Wellbeing 
Our Wellbeing programme aims to foster happy, confident, 
responsible and resilient students who feel connected to Beneavin 
de la Salle College. We have embraced a whole-school approach 
and aligned the design and planning for our Wellbeing programme 
with School Self-Evaluation, School Policies and Practice. Our 
Wellbeing programme is anchored in the following subject areas: 
SPHE, PE, CSPE, Guidance, Care Team and Religious Education. 
Students in 1st and 3rd year are also attending  Wellbeing classes 
once a week on modules such as Drama, Accelerated Reading, 
Public Speaking, Healthy Eating, LaSallian Formation, Mindout 
Training, Drug Prevention and Creative Writing. 

In developing our Wellbeing Programme,  it was also recognised 
that many successful areas of school life have directly made a 
positive impact on student and staff wellbeing. Links with the 
Pastoral care team, Guidance and Counselling, Extra-Curricular 
Activities, Sports Week, Arts and Culture Week, Sli Eile, Wellbeing 
week, Mental Health week and other support mechanisms have 
been recognised as enhancing the school ethos and atmosphere 
and adding to a sense of wellbeing for all.

I hope our students enjoyed the activities the TALK group organised 
to the support mental of our students under the watchful eye of Ms 
Baird 

Well-being supports were rolled out over February 

Creative Arts 
Project 
In January students from 
Beneavin De La Salle College 
will take part in a 6 part project with international artists 
from the 'World's Without End' exhibition being held in the 
Hugh Lane gallery. 

Over the course of the project, students will create, respond 
and reflect on the artworks on display and their own 
artworks in response to the exhibition material.

Trick or Treat for Temple Street 
Students and teachers dressed up for our annual Halloween 
fundraiser in aid of Temple Street hospital 

Arts Week
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Beneavin goes live with 
Google Meets!
Google Meets is the platform Beneavin has 
chosen to enable teachers to deliver live classes 

straight to the homes of their students. This platform was chosen 
for its safety as it will only allow people inside Beneavin College 
to be part of a live class. This works by a teacher sending an invite 
from their school email to the student’s school email. You can 
Google Meet from laptops, tablets and mobile phones. A lesson 
may also be pre recorded or a teacher may use talk over functions 
in preparation for a class or class materials, these videos can be 
accessed outside of the live classroom time. It is important that 
your son uses his school email to get into the classes - sometimes 
his device may default to his personal account and he cannot 
get into class using any email apart from the school one. Email 
school@beneavin.com with any problems. 

Google Classroom
Every student in the school has access to their 
google classroom, many of which have been 
using it regularly for the past few years. They 
can access their classroom using their school 

email and passwords, the passwords are written into the student’s 
journal. Any problems accessing google classroom email school@
beneavin.com. Here, students can receive work, submit work and 
access materials including live classes through Google Meets.

TALK Group
T.A.L.K. stands for Talk About, Listen, Kindness. This group is made up of students from TY, 
5TH &6TH year. The aim of this group is to promote positive mental health among the school 
community. Recently the T.A.L.K. Group were awarded the Ambassador School Award from 
Cycle Against Suicide as part of their Headstrong Programme. This is a student led group. 
We meet every second Wednesday with some teachers who help us to plan events. TALK 
organised mental health week from February 8th - 12th. As part of this, the group organised 
workshops, challenges, guest speakers, competitions and lots more!

beneavin
De La Salle COLLEGE
Beneavin Road, Finglas, Dublin 11

T: 01 8341410                F: 01 834 3859                E: school@beneavin.com
UniTY
Engaging Minds. Changing Lives.

FOLLOW US TO SEE WHY....
Follow Beneavin De La Salle College on

Facebook BeneavinDeLaSalleCollege
 @BeneavinCollege

Instagram beneavindelasallecollege
Website www.beneavin.com

  Why is Beneavin De La Salle College 
the school of choice in Finglas?

•  Why do 97% of parents tell us they agree that the teaching is so good?
•  Why do 96% of parents say their son enjoys coming to school in Beneavin?
•  Why do 96% of parents say that their son is doing well in Beneavin? 
•  Why are 100% of parents happy with all our communications? 
•  Why are so many parents delighted with Beneavin according to the Inspectors from the Department of Education and Skills?

Google Docs
Google Docs is interlinked to Google 
Classroom and allows students to easily 
share their work with their teachers. Docs 
can also be shared with other classmates 

when completing paired work, group work and Classroom Based 
Assessments. Google Docs can also be shared with a teacher 
when a student is struggling with their work enabling a teacher to 
help a student from their homes in real time.

Guidelines for Parents

• Students must always follow the direction of their teacher 
just as in the classroom 

• All students should have their camera switched on in Google 
Meets

• Students are to turn off their microphone unless the teacher 
invites them to. 

• The Google meets is meant for students only - do not forward 
the link on to anyone else 

• Students should find an appropriate area in their home to 
engage in google classroom, backgrounds can be changed or 
blurred when the camera is on 

• If a student misbehaves they will be removed from the class 
• We hope to have the online classroom experience as similar 

to the real classroom as possible- we ask your son attends 
the class just when he is in school 
- Online work can be submitted by:
- Uploading to google classroom
- Sharing of a google doc

- Emailed directly to the class teacher 

• Students will follow their school timetable throughout the 
day with short breaks between each lesson 

• These lessons may be live classroom, work on google 
classroom, pre recorded videos or tasks/assignments 

• Students should never take pictures or screenshots 
• Individual teachers can be contacted using their name@

staff.beneavin.com (e.g. ms.keogh@staff.beneavin.com or 
mr.keogh@staff.beneavin.com)


