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Happy New Year 2012
I would like to wish you and your family a very Happy New Year. I hope it
will be filled with every blessing for you and all your family. I also hope that
it will be a very fruitful new year for your son in Beneavin De La Salle
College.
If your son is in examination year there is a lot of work ahead and he will
not feel the time go between now and the exams. He will need a great deal
of encouragement and support. We in the College also look forward to
supporting your son in partnership with you. Aideen Cassidy

Retirement
I would like to join with the staff, students and parents in wishing Mr O'Donoghue a wonderful
retirement. He gave selflessly of himself for the many years he was Deputy Principal of
Beneavin De La Salle College and we wish him well in this new phase of his life. Luckily Mr
O'Donoghue will continue to develop the Arts Programmes in the College in his retirement.

E Portal in Beneavin College
As you are aware we now have E Portal up and running where we record attendance, lates
and performance. The Christmas reports were done for the first time through E Portal. Please
support your son in being in on time every day. If he is late there will be detention on a
Thursday evening to make up for the lost time. We value your support in this important life
skill.

Student Council 2011 to 2012
st

Congratulations to our 1 year students who were
elected to the student council. 1 Ennis: Darragh Trill
1 O’Riada: Thomas Quinn 1 Carolan: Ryan Brady1
Gallagher: Darryl Murray. Already on the student
council are Martin McDonagh, Owen Delaney,
Andre Prutnau, Ciarán De-Pree, Look Boon Chong,
James Talbot, Christopher Healy, Luke Byrne,
Jonathan Friel, Warren Dawson, Ryan Kearney,
David Herbert and Bradley King. These students do
tremendous work in the College.

Welcome the New Deputy Principal
My name is Joe Leonard and I am delighted to be joining the Principal and the
dedicated staff of Beneavin College as Deputy Principal. I bring with me many years
of experience in education having taught in schools in Clondalkin, Tallaght, James'
Street, and for the past twelve years in Presentation College Terenure. I am very
excited that I have been given the opportunity to contribute to, and build upon,
the excellent work already evident in Beneavin College. I especially look forward to
working closely with you, the parents and guardians, in ensuring the best for your
son in his education.

Live Jesus in
our hearts Forever

Tutor System
The tutor system in Beneavin
De La Salle is part of our
pastoral care system. Each
class has a tutor who is there
to take care of the class group.

Extra Curricular
There is a massive range of
extra curricular activities for
the boys to choose from.
Football, table tennis, hurling,
soccer, rugby, golf, basketball,
boxing training, drama, guitar,
art and athletics are all
available.

Parents' Council
There are so many ways that
parents can take part in the
life of Beneavin. Just give the
parents council a call and see
how you can help.

Library: This year it is hoped
to develop the library in the
school so if you have books
that you would like to donate
or if you would like to buy a
book for the library or even
volunteer a little time just let
us know.

Home School
Community Liaison
Many parents will have known
Mr Billy Boylan our Home
School Liaison co-ordinator.
He is retiring at the end of
January. We will all miss him in
Beneavin and wish him every
blessing in his retirement.
Mr Tony Doherty will become
a familiar name to parents as
the new Home School Liaison
.co-ordinator.

Beneavin De La Salle College: Technology School of the
Future

Under 17 9th November

Beneavin De La Salle College 2011

Open Night
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Beneavin De La Salle College: Technology School of the Future

Beneavin College is one of the best equipped technology schools in Ireland through massive investment
over recent years. With Smart Boards now in every classroom in the College and two state of the art
technology rooms fitted out with the very latest of technological equipment the students have a wonderful
opportunity to have IT integrated into all of their learning. Teachers are now well used to sharing notes,
videos, and other resources on-line. IT is integrated now into every lesson and every subject allowing the
most advanced technology aid learning and support academic improvement and success.

EPortal
On a practical level attendance and punctuality are now monitored electronically. EPortal is a powerful
web-based interface that allows all teachers in Beneavin College to input and access student data. Students
are assessed by academic performance and now it is computerised through E Portal. This will allow year
heads, tutors and teachers to monitor students' progress over time.
Luckily the school has access to massive technological support through Mr Fitzpatrick who is at hand to
support technology in the College and build it from strength to strength. Mr Fitzpatrick along with our two
school administrators and our teachers were central in the recent smooth introduction of EPortal into the
College. The recent Christmas examination reports were integrated into EPortal allowing the reports to be
sent in the new format and we hope all of the parents found it clear and useful. Additionally, Mr Fitzpatrick
organises in-service training for our teachers to ensure that their skills are right up date in an age when
technology is continually advancing. We know that such skilled teachers will provide our students with an
advanced technological platform for their academic pursuits.

Beneavin's Winning Teams (Only Some of them!)

Awards Assemblies
Mary Black, Assistant National Co-ordinator from the NBSS was kind enough to take time from her busy schedule to
present Positive Awards to the first years who were involved in Belonging Plus Programme this year. Congratulations to
all of the students who were presented awards for endeavour, attendance and positive behaviour.

Mary Black, Ms Kelly and Mr Geraghty

.
Christmas Assemblies and Liturgical Gatherings

Ms Doherty lights the Advent Candles.
Mr O'Donoghue awarding certificates at our
Christmas Liturgical gathering.

Sam Maguire Visits
Beneavin College
Ken Keoghan from Erin’s Isle organised for the
Sam Maguire Cup to make an historic visit to
Beneavin College following the magnificent
achievement of Dublin. Niall Cooper from the
County Board accompanied the cup and Paul
Casey one of the Dublin stars from Lucan
Sarsfields also attended.

DCU Achievement Awards
Congratulations to all of the boys who were awarded with special commendations by DCU in November. The musicians led
by Mr Monaghan and Mr O'Donoghue played magnificently at the ceremonies in DCU and did a wonderful job in
representing the students of Beneavin De la Salle College. Congratulations to Conor Keenan, Adam Graham, Philip Lenihan,
Christopher Beakhurst, Sean Moran, Caolán Sexton, Eoin Lambert, Robert McGuinness and Michael Naprada.
Congratulations to Jonathan Friel who awarded a trophy for Outstanding Achievement for his dedication in promoting a
positive school community and for his support of junior students at the school through mentoring and the homework club.
Jonathan was awarded with a special trophy.

Wristbands for Haiti
De La Salle has strong links around the world with people in many countries and communities
who need help the most. In countries that suffer from natural disasters or famine; De La Salle
are many times the first people there and last people to leave, ensuring that proper funding,
food and health care go to the people who need it the most. This is most obvious in the tiny
country of Haiti, in Latin America. In 2010 Haiti suffered a massive earthquake which killed
nearly 200,000 people, the entire capital city was destroyed, leaving over 1.5 million people
homeless. The response from U.N. was to set up emergency camps, where entire families live in
single tents. Last year alone thousands of people were still dying of disease and hunger in these
camps. The De La Salle foundation are involved in trying to get new housing, fresh water and
food directly to the people.
Now the students of De La Salle Beneavin in Finglas want to help too, through raising awareness
and fundraising in the school. Class 2 AL have ordered rubber wristbands to highlight the cause
of Haiti in the school. These wristbands are in the colours of Beneavin or Erin’s Isle as well as
Ballymun Kickhams. The money raised will all go directly to helping the people in Haiti. Another
action been taken is by class 1 O’Riada, who are preparing a project in ‘Make a book’ that will
highlight the situation in Haiti. This project will be on public display in town in the Civic Offices
on Wood Quay for many ordinary Dublin people to see and learn about Haiti from Beneavin
students. We hope the students of Beneavin will build great connections with Haiti and support
the campaign by buying a wristband when they go on sale in the school. Mr Fox

Junior Certificate School Programme (JCSP)
Margaret Flannery is the JCSP Co-ordinator in the College and a great deal has been achieved by the participating
students in the first term. Some have already achieved statements that will be included in their Department of
Education and Skills Final Profile as part of their certification for their Junior Certificate. Congratulations to all of these
students. Students were also awarded with JCSP awards for attendance and homework in October.

Reading Challenge
Ms Flannery has launched the JCSP
Reading Challenge with first year
students and well done to those
who have already risen to the
Challenge by reading several novels
in the first term. We are very keen
to develop a love of reading in the
College and ask for your support in
this venture. All research shows
that strong reading levels are linked
to high achievement and excellent
examination

results.

Please

encourage your son to read in the
evenings

and

at

weekends,

whether it be the newspaper or a

JCSP Christmas Celebration

book. Your encouragement will
make all the difference.

Students participating in the JCSP
launched their book of Christmas
Stories

which will go on national

exhibition in the Make A Book
Exhibition in the Civic Offices Wood
Quay this March. Congratulations to
all of the authors from I O'Riada.

Third Year JCSP
Christmas
Celebration.
Congratulations to
all students
presented with
certificates.

Mathematics
Certificates
Mr Murphy
presents Maths
certificates of
achievement.

French Students’ Visit to Beneavin
Green Schools,
We Need Your Support!
Our French classes were very lucky to have two French students
join us in November. We certainly enjoyed their contribution to
our language department. Mr Walsh and Ms Kelly with the French
students.

Smart Phones

Journals

Reminder to all parents - students

Parents, please check the journals

are not permitted to have their

regularly and sign them once a

phones on in school. Also, if your

week. The journal is a way of

son has a smart phone please
remind him to be careful with it on
the way to and from school.

communicating with the school.
Please make sure to put a note
into the journal should your son
be absent from school.

Mr Monaghan Leads the Christmas Carols to finish
the year 2011 in Beneavin College

As you may already be aware, this year our school has decided
to take part in a very exciting and innovative project known as
Green Schools Ireland led by Ms Robinson. The project is an
environmental educational programme centred around the
concepts of recycling, reducing and reusing (the three R’s) . It is
a step-by-step programme whereby the school must set clear
and definable goals in order to become an internationally
recognised “Green School”. If and when these goals are
reached, the school will be awarded a Green Flag from An
Taisce.
Class 2BL are responsible for initiating the project as part of
their CSPE studies and many other students from other years
and classes have since joined the Green School Committee.
This is not surprising, because the programme offers the
opportunity to be involved in an exciting project which results
in real changes in our school, our community and the world.
We all have a part to play in protecting our environment and
this is why the Green School Committee have been working so
hard to encourage every member of the school community to
play their part. These students have shown such enthusiasm in
their efforts to make a difference and so deserve huge thanks
and praise. School staff and tutors have been raising students’
awareness in the areas of global warming, pollution, the three
R’s (reducing, reusing, and recycling) and stewardship. We
would ask that at home you continue to assist the student’s in
their development and understanding of such issues and
values.
Thank you to those of you who completed surveys at the start
of the year. The findings were very useful to the Green School
Committee when conducting the initial environmental review.
The results of this review highlighted a common desire within
the school community to improve practices in the areas of
litter and waste management.

Parents’ Council Christmas Raffle
Congratulations to Keith Williams from 1 O’Riada who was the
lucky winner of the wonderful first prize in the Parents’ Council
Christmas Raffle. Runner up Ryan Sutton was also very pleased
to win the Sony music system.

So far, the results have been very good but we have yet to
reach many of our goals. Litter levels within the school have
been improved with the introduction of a Litter Warden
programme which is currently being evaluated. Recycling and
waste management are improving with the introduction of
recycling bins in the hall. More bins are to be placed around
the school in the coming weeks. Thank you to Mr. Collins’
woodwork classes who are in the process of constructing a
compost heap and Mr. Nevin’s metalwork classes who were
responsible for constructing the new bins for the school.
Throughout the year various competitions and projects will
encourage all students to support the Green School Project.
Congratulations to our four winners from the Christmas Green
School Poster Competition Jonathan Dunne, Enoch Opping,
Daniel Balfe,and Fawwa Abdallah. How Can You Help?
Set a good example -practice and promote the three
R’s at home

Breakfast Club

Homework Club

Breakfast club is on every

All enquires to Mr Geraghty

morning.....and

- there are still limited

still places.

there

are

places....

Send your used batteries in to the collection in the
school
Re-use tinfoil/cling-film used for packing lunch or
better still invest in Seal-tight tubaware/lunchboxes
Encourage your son to put out the bins/separate
recyclable from non-recyclable waste

Trip to Italy: Milan, Lake Garda, Milan and Venice
If your son is going to Italy his passports must be up to date and the passport names must
be the same as the names given to Ms Dempsey. Otherwise a €100 fine per sector will be
charged by the airlines. All boys travelling must hand in their passports to Ms Dempsey
by Wednesday 29th February.
Ms Dempsey will then arrange a meeting with parents in early March to discuss the tour
and to collect any medical information/sign consent forms etc...

Upcoming Events

Beneavin College Documentary Film

1st Year Parent Teacher Meeting

If your son is interested in film, photography, sound,
editing, hip-hop, guitar, drums, bass, singing,
writing, art or design this project could be for him.
This year students from Beneavin College will record
their very own short documentary film detailing the
steps and processes involved in writing and
recording an original music composition.

Tuesday 10th January between 4:15 and 6:45

5th Year Parent Teacher Meeting
Thursday 26th January between 4:15 and 6:45

Leaving Certificate Mock Examinations

This ambitious project has been awarded a prestigious grant from the
National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals which will help
towards the costs involved. If your son is interested he should talk with Mr
Monaghan or Mr D. O’Donoghue.

Monday 30th January

Beneavin Annual Prize Giving Night
th

Thursday 9 February

Mid Term Break
Friday 10th February and school reopens on Monday 20th February .

Because you are with me, Lord,
I can wait in patience and in hope
for the new life you bring.

Junior Certificate Mock Examinations
Monday 20th February

St Patrick’s Day
Monday 19th March

Leaving Certificate and Junior
Certificate Examinations begin on
Wednesday 6th June and finish on
22nd June.

Easter Break
Friday 30

th

De LaSallian Prayer

th
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March and school re-opens on Monday 16 April
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